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Crossing one off the bucket list:
a once in a lifetime experience

T

aking part in a wildlife tour
has always been on my “bucket list”. When I spotted a tour
that went on safari in South Africa,
that was also a veterinary study tour,
it seemed too good to be true – and,
being semi retired, the timing was
perfect. I decided to go for it.
A tour like this was an absolute
first for me and I didn’t know what
to expect or what the highlight
would be - but everything was a
highlight! Having been in practice
for 40 years, most recently as a small
animal vet, it was also marvellous to
be on tour with vets from different
backgrounds and of all ages – it was
enlightening to catch up with the
young ones and so easy to chat with
everyone. A lot of them were sole
practitioners and it was interesting
to hear how they managed their
practices. The group bonded very well.
A few of us arrived before the
tour started in Johannesburg and
were lucky enough to have Jon
Baines Tours arrange a guided
tour of Jo’burg and Soweto for us.
I learnt a lot, especially about
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Mandela. We headed next to
Pretoria and visited the Pretoria
Veterinary School, which was marvellous. It was especially interesting
to see their skills laboratory for
students. There was significant
emphasis on blood smear cytology
for canine babeseosis and all
students are expected to be able to
prepare and read blood smears –
not something I recall when I
went through! It was interesting to
see these subtle developments in
practice and very relevant to me as
a small animal practitioner.
Next stop was the Kruger
National Park. Spotting the animals
on safari was so exciting – we even
caught a glimpse of a leopard
and got very close to some rhinos,
lions, hippos and elephants. Our
tour leader, Jennie Hewlett, gave a
fascinating talk on being a veterinarian in the Kruger National Park
with insights into various diseases.
The Moholoholo Rehab Centre
taught us about the plight of the
rhino and their attempts to rehabilitate them, the drugs used and the
difficulties they face. Poaching is a
big problem – at any one time there
can be three professional groups
of poachers inside the Park. It’s also
very dangerous as these poachers
will stop at nothing to get the rhino
horns. It was depressing to hear the
stories but their dedication to protecting the animals was inspiring.
It was also wonderful to see
the cheetahs at the Hoedspruig
Endangered Species Unit. If I had
to choose one highlight out of the
many on the tour, it would have to
be the visit to Elephant Whispers

Elephant Sanctuary – it was
absolutely brilliant to be up close
with Tambo, the 5-tonne elephant.
We received a lecture by one of the
senior vets there and he related his
experiences regarding elephant
training.
The rest of the tour was marvellous. Table Mountain was wonderful
on a crisp clear morning. Visiting
the South African Foundation for
the Preservation of Coastal Birds
was really educational and visiting
Robben Island was deeply moving –
also outstanding. The visit to the
Drakenstein vet clinic and the
Rupert Stud Farm was excellent. A
whole range of wonderful moments.
The tour was very well managed –
it was faultless, really. The pace
was right and the accommodation
was appropriate for someone of my
years who is no longer a backpacker.
National guide Frank Mbete was a
master of his art – so reassuring and
amusing and passionate about his
country. Having the professional
element in common with the vet
group meant that everyone could
swap stories and were able to understand each other’s issues. In fact
that was an unexpected bonus to
the professional programme.
Finally, a word to anyone considering a tour like this. If you’re
wanting to experience an African
wildlife tour with expert guidance
and management, then be confident of the Jon Baines Tour group.
I’d never used a guided tour before
and this one could not have been
better.

John Pumpa went on the
Veterinary Study Tour to South
Africa organised by Jon Baines
Tours. Pumpa graduated from
veterinary school in 1973 and
worked originally with large
animals in Gippsland in rural
Victoria, until the rural recession
of 1975 forced him back into the
city. He became a small animal
vet in Melbourne for many years
before relocating to Adelaide in
1989. He has been a small animal
practitioner ever since and is
now almost retired.
For information on upcoming tours
visitwww.jonbainestours.com or
call (03) 9343 6367.
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