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Take a journey through medical history that 
wends from ancient Britain to the Romans, 
through the medieval period into the 
Renaissance and Enlightenment, ending in 
the modern day. This fascinating tour traces 
the many connections between England 
and America, from medical travellers and 
scientific exchanges to maritime connections 
and trade.

Learn about developments in medicine, the 
people behind them and aspects of modern 
healthcare through a series of specialist visits and 
talks. As well as London, the tour also visits some 
of England’s most attractive and historic towns 
and cities, including Bath, Bristol, Worcester and 
Oxford, all at a beautiful time of year.  

Stay in Worcester, which is twinned with 
Worcester MA and is where the British 
Medical Association was founded in 1832. 
In 2022 Worcester MA is celebrating their 
300th anniversary and last year Worcester 
UK celebrated the 400th anniversary of 
the Charter issued by King James I. While 
in Worcester meet with local doctors and 
medical historians.

The tour also looks at some notable medics, 
from Dr Jenner to Dr John Hall (Shakespeare’s 
son in law), Dr Erasmus Darwin (grandfather 
of Charles) and the father of the dictionary, Dr 
Johnson. Alongside the medical visits there is 
a full range of cultural tours, memorable dining 
experiences and a partner programme.

Roman Baths, Bath © Bath Tourist Board



 London Eye, Parliament and the Thames 

Tour Leader
Until recently Janice Liverseidge was a 
Director at The Royal Society of Medicine and 
is now a full-time guide and in her spare time a 
trustee of both the Royal Medical Benevolent 
Fund and the London Handel Festival. Earlier 
in her career she worked for the British 
Medical Association. She is also a registered 
Blue Badge tourist guide and regularly leads 
groups in London on medical history walks, 
tours of the Wellcome Collection and other 
healthcare locations plus provides music and 
art tours for the Foundling Museum and the 
London Handel Festival. Janice has travelled 
extensively, and has led highly successful RSM 
tours to Vietnam and Cambodia, Sri Lanka, 
Cuba, South Africa, China and Japan. Janice 
now takes regular groups and tours in London 
and the UK.

Janice has the Visit Britain “Good to Go” 
Industry standard demonstrating that she 
has shown her compliance with government 
and industry COVID-19 guidelines, has a 
Risk Assessment in place and ensures social 
distancing including using a phone app when 
providing tour commentaries.

“Janice has been engaged and kind and helpful throughout. 
She has all our best interests at heart. Well done to her.”  

Charlotte Fenton, participant Shetland and Orkney – The Northern Isles, August 2022



Day 3: London (Thur, 8 June) 
Am: Visit the Pathology Museum at St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital, which 
celebrates its 900th anniversary in 
2023. The museum houses over 4,000 
medical specimens on display over three 
mezzanine levels in an atmospheric 
Victorian building. Cross the river 
Thames to the Old Operating Theatre 
and Herb Garret, a museum of surgical 
history containing one of the oldest 
surviving operating theatres. It is located 
in the garret of St Thomas’s Church, 
Southwark.

Pm: Lunch at the George Inn, which dates 
back to 1540 and is London’s only 
surviving galleried coaching inn. Both 
William Shakespeare and Charles 
Dickens drank here and it features in 
both Our Mutual Friend and Little Dorrit. 
Visit the Florence Nightingale Museum 
for a curated tour. Optional ride on the 
London Eye for spectacular early evening 
views of the city or at leisure. 

Day 4: London (Fri, 9 June)   B

Am: Visit the Worshipful Society of 
Apothecaries, a City livery company, 
or guild, incorporated by royal charter 
from James I on 6 December 1617 in 
recognition of apothecaries’ specialist 
skills in compounding and dispensing 
medicines. The Apothecaries acquired 
their hall in Blackfriars in 1632. Re-built 
on the same site immediately after its 
destruction in the Great Fire of 1666, it 
is the oldest extant livery company hall 
in the City of London.

Pm: Visit the Medicine Galleries at the 
Science Museum with a curator led 
tour. Partner program: Highlights of the 
Victorian and Albert Museum, focusing 
on art and design.

LB

Itinerary   6 – 15 June 2023 LB D= Breakfast = Lunch = Dinner

4 nights London – 1 night Bristol – 2 nights Worcester – 1 night Oxford – 1 night London

Day 1: London (Tues, 6 June)  D

Pm: Arrive and transfer to the Copthorne 
Tara Hotel. Introductions and overview 
of the tour.

Eve: Dinner at a local restaurant.

Day 2: London (Wed, 7 June)  DB

Am: Take part in a medical history tour 
of London followed by a visit to the 
Royal College of Physicians for a 
guided tour of its collections. Talk: ‘A 
Brief Medical History of England’ by Dr 
Rosalind Stanwell-Smith, a physician and 
lecturer at the Worshipful Society of 
Apothecaries.

Pm: At leisure with optional visits to specialist 
medical museums (Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology, Midwifery, Pharmacy, 
Anaesthesia, Dentistry, Psychiatry, 
Optometry, Nursing) OR take a specialist 
tour of the Royal Warrant Holders shops, 
favoured by royalty. Visit a selection of 
interesting shops, including perfumers, 
a chocolatier, a pharmacy and stores 
selling guns, shirts, shoes and sherry, 
while learning about the lives and loves 
of royalty. 

Eve: Welcome dinner.
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Day 5: London / Bath / Bristol 
(Sat, 10 June)
Am: Travel to historic, beautiful Bath. Built 

for pleasure, healing and relaxation, 
Bath has been a wellbeing destination 
since Roman times. In the company of 
specialist guide Fred Mawer, see the 
ancient Roman Baths and the Assembly 
Rooms frequented by Jane Austin. Walk 
through the beautiful Georgian streets, 
past Pulteney Bridge, the Abbey, Royal 
Crescent and the Royal Mineral Water 
Hospital.

Pm: Take the train to the port of Bristol 
while the bus takes your luggage to the 
hotel. Cruise in a private boat from the 
station across the harbour to your hotel 
with commentary on the city’s many 
American links, including Cabot (who 
sailed from Bristol to north America in 
1497) and the American chapel houses 
the grave of Admiral Penn, father of 
William Penn. The city that grew rich on 
sugar, tobacco and slavery also produced 
abolitionists, including the USA’s first 
female doctor, Dr Elizabeth Blackwell, 
and the pirate Blackbeard. John Wesley 
founded the first Methodist chapel in 
Bristol and the first other ‘Bristol’ was 
founded in Massachusetts in 1632 by 
Bristolian, Robert Aldworth. Overnight in 
the Bristol Hotel.

B D Day 6: Bristol / Worcester 
(Sun, 11 June)  
Am: Visit an 18th century building famed 

as the home of Edward Jenner FRS, 
physician, surgeon and pioneer of 
smallpox vaccination; today a museum. 
Visit the house, museum and attractive 
gardens. 

Pm: Continue to Worcester and at leisure. 
There is the option to walk to the 
nearby Commandery Museum, 
dedicated to telling the story of 
Worcester’s Royalist role in the English 
Civil War. Overnight at the Diglis House 
Hotel with the option of visiting the 
Cathedral for Evensong.

Day 7: Worcester (Mon, 12 June)
Am: Worcester in the UK shares much with 

its American sister city. Learn about the 
history of Worcester on a walking tour.

Pm: Take part in a medical history tour of 
Worcester, including visits to the Old 
Infirmary and the George Marshall 
Medical Museum. There is also a 
meeting with Worcester’s local doctors. 
Partner program: visit Royal Worcester, 
famed for its porcelain or at leisure to 
further explore.

Eve: Private dinner with local doctors, health 
care workers and dignitaries.
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Day 8: Worcester / Oxford  
(Tue, 13 June)     
Am: Drive to Lichfield and visit the home 

of Dr Erasmus Darwin, grandfather 
of Charles Darwin and leading 18th 
century doctor, scientist, botanist, 
inventor and poet. One of the foremost 
physicians of his time, he declined a 
request from King George III to be his 
personal doctor as he preferred his 
life in Lichfield. See the birthplace of 
Dr Samuel Johnson, the great man of 
letters famous for writing ‘A Dictionary 
of the English Language’ in 1755. 

Pm: Travel to Stratford upon Avon and 
see Shakespeare’s birthplace, Anne 
Hathaway’s cottage and Mary Arden’s 
home. See Hall’s Croft, the home of 
physician Dr John Hall and his wife 
Susanna (the daughter of William 
Shakespeare) and visit the medical 
garden. Continue to Oxford, famous 

city of dreaming spires. Home to 
some of the world’s most prestigious 
universities, Oxford is also steeped in 
medical history. Overnight in the VOCO 
Oxford Spires Hotel.

Day 9: Oxford / London  
(Wed, 14 June)
Am: Medicine has been studied at Oxford 

for over 800 years. Take a walking tour 
to explore history that includes world 
shaping discoveries, Britain’s first Physic 
Garden (founded in 1621), the famous 
Oxford colleges, Radcliffe Square and 
the Radcliffe Camera 1749, the Bodleian 
Library and the Old Ashmolean 
Museum (History of Science Museum.) 

Pm: Return to London for a farewell dinner. 

Day 10: London (Thur, 15 June) B
Am: Depart for flight home or extend in 

London.
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Hotels 
London, Copthorne Tara Hotel 
A comfortable hotel, between Kensington High 
Street and Hyde Park, is conveniently located for 
the museums, shops and sightseeing. Upgrade 
to the slightly larger Club Room on the hotel’s 
highest floors, offering striking city views at an 
additional cost of $288 per room for five nights. 

Bristol
The Bristol is a stylish, contemporary, boutique 
hotel with a waterside location. The hotel has 
riverside dining and The River Lounge bar area. 
Upgrade to a larger deluxe double Queen Room at 
an additional cost of $44 per room for one night. 

Worcester
The Diglis Hotel is a country house hotel on the 
Banks of the River Severn in the heart of historic 
Worcester. The spacious rooms are decorated in 
period style with contemporary bathrooms. The 
dining room and bar are located on the riverside 
with indoor and outdoor seating available. 
Upgrade to a Junior Suite, additional cost for two 
nights $63. Upgrade to a four-poster bedroom 
with views over the River Severn and gardens. 
The additional cost $73. 

Oxford
Located in the city of dreaming spires, this is a 
relaxing, upmarket hotel and spa close to the 
river Thames and Oxford University. Upgade to 
a larger Queen bed premium with balcony. The 
additional cost $46.

Diglis Hotel

Club Room, Copthorne Tara (top),  
The Bristol, Hotel Spires (above)



The cost of the tour is USD 
$3,846 per person sharing

The cost of the tour is USD 
$4,740 with a room to yourself

The cost includes:
•  Nine nights’ accommodation in twin-bedded 

rooms in first class, medium grade and 
boutique hotels

• Tour leader Janice Liverseidge  
• Breakfast daily
• One lunch, six dinners (as per itinerary) 
• All transport within England with private bus 

and full-time driver
• A full programme of specialist medical 

historical visits as per the itinerary
• A full programme of talks as per the itinerary
• A full programme of cultural visits including 

some partner programs 
• Specially arranged visits and specialist guides
• Admission fees throughout
• Tips

The cost excludes:
•  Travel to / from UK and transfers 
• Drinks with meals
• All personal extras such as porterage, laundry 

and drinks and meals not mentioned
• All optional excursions, tours and visits
• Travel insurance 

All itineraries are subject to change, 
according to local conditions.   

St. Barts Pathology Museum (top), Jenner House,  
Worcester Guildhall, Lichfield Cathedral (above)
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Some London medical museums
There is the option to visit specialist 
medical history museums while in London. 
Special areas of interest include obstetrics 
and gynaecology, midwifery, pharmacy, 
anaesthesia, dentistry, psychiatry, 
optometry and nursing. Please contact us 
for details on admission, opening hours  
and travel.

Partner program
Recognising that participants may not share 
equal enthusiasm for medical history visits, 
we have created a partner program. On 
Day 1, take part in a tour of Royal Warrant 
Holders. On Day 3, there is the option 
to visit the Victoria and Albert Museum 
of Art and Design. Within Worcester, 
there is the option to visit the acclaimed 
porcelain museum. Throughout the tour 
the tour leader can advise and recommend 
alternative visits. 

The weather in June
June is the first month of summer and is 
generally sunny and dry, with temperatures 
ranging from 55F to 65F, although in central 
London it will feel warmer. The temperature 
cools somewhat as you travel west and 
it can be a little wetter. Early June is a 
beautiful time to travel, with Shakespeare’s 
‘darling buds of May’ still in bloom. The days 
are long, allowing for al fresco dining and 
outdoor evening drinks.

The Royal Crescent © Bath Tourist Board

Apothecaries’ Hall (top), Covent Garden (above)



Buckingham Palace (top), Tower Bridge and The Shard  
© England’s Historic Cities, The Shambles in Worcester,  

Radcliffe Camera © Visit England (above)
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About Us
To travel with us is to dig below 
the surface, revealing the deeper 
destination. Of course, you will visit 
the great historical sites; marvel at 
the wonders of architecture and 
engineering; be moved by the riches 
of culture and art; and experience 
the most spectacular landscapes in 
the world. What we also do is make 
sure that you see the country as it is 
today, giving you privileged access 
that independent travel and other 
tour companies rarely get close to. 
We give you a variety of experiences, 
from the sublime to the humble, in 
the company of intelligent, curious, 
like-minded people. And while we 
can be worthy, we also make sure 
that you have a lot of fun.

Jon Baines Tours (London) 
Hyde Park House, 5 Manfred Road,
London, SW15 2RS
Tel: +44 (0) 207 223 9485 / 5618
Email: info@jonbainestours.co.uk
www.jonbainestours.co.uk

Jon Baines Tours (Melbourne)
PO Box 68, South Brunswick, 
Victoria 3055
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9343 6367
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9012 4228
Email: info@jonbainestours.com.au
www.jonbainestours.com

USA and Canada:
(Toll Free) 1-8777-398-764

All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays 
in this brochure are financially protected by 
the ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be 
supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask 
for it and check to ensure that everything you 
booked (flights, hotels and other services) 
is listed on it. Please see our booking 
conditions for further information or for 
more information about financial protection 
and the ATOL Certificate go to: 
www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate


