
“Great care taken with visits. The richness of the tour was in part due to the 
dual input of religious and cultural material. It is such an interesting region of 

which there is so much to be said. We were fortunate to have so much input.” 

Katrina Pearman, Origins of Belief, May 2014

A view over the plains of Mesopotamia from Mardin

Ancient Anatolia 
The Origins of Belief

12 – 24 September 2023



Travel to southeastern Turkey and northern 
Mesopotamia, an area rich in ancient history, 
where ongoing archaeological discoveries 
further substantiate its claim to being the cradle 
of civilization. Tour leader, Dr Richard Marsh, 
takes you to an area undiscovered by mass 
tourism, to explore such gems of antiquity as 
the first site of worship in the world. Along the 
way, experience a traditional society much more 
in tune with history than the modern day, and 
enjoy its cuisine. 

Travel from Diyarbakir and look out across a 
spectacular view over the plains of Mesopotamia. 
Follow the Tigris River to Mor Hananyo 
Monastery and visit Mardin, perched high on a 
rocky mountain over a vast sunburnt plain. Spend 

time in Sanliurfa, ancient Urfa and the birthplace 
of the prophet Abraham. Visit Göbekli Tepe, 
considered to be the oldest man-made place 
of worship yet-discovered, and hear of the 
influence of geography on history and belief. 

At Nemrut Dagi, on the summit of a mountain, 
witness the legacy of a pre-Roman king’s 
megalomania before continuing to the Silk 
Roads crossroads of Gaziantep. The tour ends in 
Cappadocia, a long-standing spiritual centre for 
Hittites, Persians, Greeks and Jews, and an early 
Christian centre. 

Richard will give a series of specialist talks 
during the tour, providing context and exploring  
belief and the history of the region.

Head of King Antiochos, Nemrut Dagi



Tour Leader
The Reverend Canon Dr Richard Marsh 
has a long association with the Orthodox 
and Oriental Orthodox churches. He is 
the author of Black Angels: The Art and 
Spirituality of Ethiopia, Prayers from the East 
and co-authored Millenium Challenges for 
Development and Faith Institutions. Richard 
has travelled extensively and is an experienced 
tour leader, having led many successful tours 
to many destinations. Canon Dr Richard Marsh 
is Bishop’s Vicar of St Canice’s Cathedral, 
Kilkenny and Prebendary of Aghour. He divides 
his time between Kilkenny and his home on the 
Wild Atlantic Way in Co Mayo.

Pool of the Sacred Fish, Sanliurfa

“Richard Marsh was an extraordinary leader. Not only 
was he an expert on places we visited; he has excellent 
humor. I would definitely go on another trip with him.”    

Theodore Sullivan, Ethiopia: Historical and Contemporary, 7 – 21 February, 2017



B = Breakfast L = Lunch D = DinnerItinerary    12 – 24 September 2023 

3 nights Diyarbakir – 2 nights Sanliurfa – 1 night Adiyaman – 3 nights Gaziantep – 3 nights Cappadocia

Day 1: Diyarbakir (Tues, 12 Sept) 
Pm: If taking flight package, depart London 

Heathrow on Turkish Airlines, flying via Istanbul.
Eve: Arrive in Diyarbakir and check into the 

Diyarbakır Anemon Hotel.

Day 2: Diyarbakir (Wed, 13 Sept)  
Am: Explore the old city of Diyarbakir, built to a 

Roman town plan encircled by triple walls built 
of striking black basalt dating from 394 A.D. 
Enjoy a spectacular view over the plains of 
Mesopotamia. Visit the stone caravanserai of 
Deliller Han, the Arab-style Ulu (Great) Mosque 
built in 1091 by an early Seljuk sultan. Take a tea 
and coffee break while listening to the singing 
story tellers at the Dengbej House. Visit the old 
city walls and the 3rd century Aramaic Church 
of the Virgin Mary where Aramaic, the language 
of Christ, is still spoken. 

Day 3: Diyarbakir (Thurs, 14 Sept)  
Am: Follow the Tigris River to Mor Hananyo 

Monastery. Continue to the beautiful Arabic-
style city of Mardin, perched high on a rocky 
mountain over a vast sunburnt plain, and take 
an orientation walk of the old city including the 
mosque, stone houses and old bazaar.

Pm: Talk: ‘Belief Systems of the Region’ RM.

Day 4: Diyarbakir / Sanliurfa (Fri, 15 Sept) 
Am: Drive to Sanliurfa.
Pm: Explore Sanliurfa, the ancient city of Urfa and 

birthplace of the prophet Abraham. Visit the 
Crusader citadel overlooking Urfa with its Roman 
columns and visit the Mevlid Halil Mosque, the 
Cave of Abraham and the pool of sacred fish.  
Enjoy time at leisure to walk around the old bazaar.

Day 5: Sanliurfa (Sat, 16 Sept) 
Am: Drive to Göbekli Tepe, considered to be the  

oldest man-made place of worship yet  
discovered (see page 6). Visit the excavations, 
including Karahan Tepe.

Pm: Return to Sanliurfa and visit the city museum, 
home to the oldest statue in the world, and at 
leisure. Talk: ‘The Influence of Geography on  
History and Belief’ RM.  

Day 6: Sanliurfa / Adiyaman (Sun, 17 Sept) 
Am: Drive to Adiyaman via the Ataturk Dam, Turkey’s 

national irrigation project which transformed the 
country’s formerly parched southeast.

Pm: Following a lunch break in Kahta, drive to the 
World Heritage Site of Nemrut Dagi and walk 
to the summit. This impressive archaeological 
park, perched high on a mountain top, is the site 
of a pre-Roman king’s megalomania. Return to 
Adiyaman.
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Day 7: Adiyaman / Gaziantep (Mon, 18 Sept) 
Am: Take a boat trip on the Euphrates to Rumkale.
Pm: Visit Kelaynak Special Breeding Station 

where the bald Ibis is protected and is being 
reintroduced into the wild. Continue to 
Gaziantep. 

Day 8: Gaziantep (Tues, 19 Sept) 
Am: Explore Gaziantep, including the old city castle, 

copper bazaar and the Medusa Roman Glass 
Museum.

Pm: Following lunch at the Tahmis Coffee House, 
visit the Hammam Museum and the Culinary

 Museum. Talk: ‘Life on the Silk Road’ RM.

Day 9: Gaziantep (Wed, 20 Sept) 
Am: Visit the stunning Mosaic Museum which 

features mosaics excavated from Zeugma, a 
Roman city now inundated beneath dam waters. 

Pm: Lunch at Imam Cagdas and take part in a 
culinary tour, including a baklava workshop.

Day 10: Gaziantep / Cappadocia 
(Thu, 21 Sept) 
Am: Drive to Cappadocia, stopping en route 

for coffee and ice cream in the town of 
Kahramanmaras.

Pm: Arrive in Goreme late afternoon.

Day 11: Cappadocia (Fri, 22 Sept)   
Am: The word magical is over-used in travel 

writing, but Goreme more than lives up 

to this description. The small village is set 
amid towering fairy chimneys and majestic 
honeycomb cliffs. Take a tour of its open air 
museum, visit the remote and lovely church of 
Pancarlik and the spectacularly sited town of 
Ortahisar and the delightfully situated Keslik 
Monastery.  

Pm: Lunch in Mustafapaşa at the Old Greek House. 
Optional walk into Pigeon Valley or at leisure. 
Talk: ‘The Cappadocian Fathers’ RM.

Day 12: Cappadocia (Sat, 23 Sept) 
Am: Drive from the hotel and visit the Ihlara Valley, 

a beautiful, verdant gorge occupied by a fast-
flowing river. The gorge is believed to have 
contained more than four thousand dwellings 
and a hundred churches cut into the rocks, used 
for worship by early Christian communities. 
Explore some of these churches and visit the 
underground city of Kaymakli.

Pm: Visit one of Cappadocia’s most famous wineries 
to learn about the region’s 4,000 year old wine 
industry. Enjoy a wine tasting.

Eve: End the day with a panoramic sunset view 
followed by a farewell dinner.

  
Day 13: Cappadocia (Sun, 24 Sept)
Am: Optional hot air balloon ride to enjoy the 

sunrise over Cappadocia. Depart for the airport 
or extend in Cappadocia.

View from Mount Nemrut

B D

B D

B D

B D

B D

B D



Hotels
Diyarbakır - Anemon Hotel
The hotel is known for its excellent service, 
large, quiet rooms and spa. 

Sanliurfa - Hilton Garden Inn 
The hotel is a 15 minute walk from the Sacred 
Pool and the Cave of Abraham. The Hilton is 
comfortable with efficient service and facilities 
include the Sumac Grill Restaurant and Terrace.

Adiyaman - Ramada Hotel
This modern hotel has excellent reviews and 
good breakfasts. 

Gaziantep - Şirehan Hotel
This former caravanserai, in the heart of the 
city, is now a Boutique Hotel. Rooms are 
arranged around the original courtyard and the 
hotel includes an excellent restaurant and an 
attractive bar. 

Cappadocia - Yunak Evleri Hotel  
This cave hotel incorporates rooms dating 
back to the 5th and 6th centuries as well as a  
19th century Greek Mansion. The rooms are 
tastefully decorated in a warm traditional style 
and include beautiful hand-crafted furnishings 

Sanliurfa

and antiques. Evenings are characterized by 
sunset gatherings on Turkish pillows warmed by 
an outdoor fireplace. Candlelit dining is offered 
on the adjacent rooftop terrace.

Göbekli Tepe 

Göbekli Tepe changes the way we 
look at history. So old that it pre-dates 
everything - pre-writing, pre-pottery, 
pre-agriculture, pre-wheel - it emerges 
from our distant hunter-gatherer past. 
The temple complex is dated at around 
9,500 BC – 5,500 years older than the 
first cities of Mesopotamia, and 7,000 
years older than Stonehenge. The 
meaning of Göbekli Tepe is still being 
debated but its historical significance 
is clear. Before, it was thought that 
agriculture gave rise to cities and later 
to writing, art, and religion. Now, it 
seems that the urge to worship sparked 
civilisation.



The cost of the tour sharing  
a room is USD $4,342

The cost of the tour with a room 
to yourself is USD $5,161 

The cost includes: 
• 12 nights’ accommodation with private 

facilities in medium grade and boutique 
accommodation

• Breakfast and lunch or dinner daily
• Wine with dinners
• Tour leader and lecturer throughout (the 

Reverend Canon Dr Richard Marsh)
• All tours and talks
• Admission fees where applicable
• Local English speaking national guide 
• All transport services
• Tips 

The cost excludes:
• Meals not mentioned
• Flights
• Drinks not mentioned
• All personal extras (porterage, laundry etc)
• All optional excursions, tours and visits
• Travel insurance 
• Visa if required

Please contact us regarding the 
flight package

This tour requires a degree of 
physical fitness. Participants 
will need to walk across 
uneven and rough ground on 
archaeological sites as well 
as being able to comfortably 
manage a number of walks 
through towns and cities. 

Mardin (top left); Women in Diyarbakir bazaar;  
Gobekli-Tepe site; Gobekli-Tepe watchman (bottom left)
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About Us
To travel with us is to dig below 
the surface, revealing the deeper 
destination. Of course, you will visit 
the great historical sites; marvel at 
the wonders of architecture and 
engineering; be moved by the riches 
of culture and art; and experience 
the most spectacular landscapes 
in the world. What we also do is 
make sure that you see the country 
as it is today, giving you privileged 
access that independent travel 
and other tour companies rarely 
get close to. We give you a variety 
of experiences, from the sublime 
to the humble, in the company of 
intelligent, curious, like-minded 
people. And while we can be 
worthy, we also make sure that you 
have a lot of fun.

Jon Baines Tours (London) 
Hyde Park House, 5 Manfred Road,
London, SW15 2RS
Tel: +44 (0) 207 223 9485 / 5618
Email: info@jonbainestours.co.uk
www.jonbainestours.co.uk

Jon Baines Tours (Melbourne)
PO Box 68, South Brunswick, 
Victoria 3055
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9343 6367
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9012 4228
Email: info@jonbainestours.com.au
www.jonbainestours.com

USA and Canada:
(Toll Free) 1-8777-398-764

All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays in 
this brochure are financially protected by the 
ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be 
supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask 
for it and check to ensure that everything you 
booked (flights, hotels and other services) 
is listed on it. Please see our booking 
conditions for further information or for more 
information about financial protection and the 
ATOL Certificate go to: 
www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate

Karahan Tepe (top); Gaziantep copper bazaar;  
Museum of Mosiacs, Gaziantep; Goreme, Cappadocia (above)


